PREFACE

The wealth of information that is generally collected in a Census of Population, provides an
unparalleled opportunity to understand the various socio-economic and demographic changes
that has occurred in the country during the intervening period of the two censuses. Hence, this
analytical report of the 2001 census of population in Nepal, presented in two volumes contain
indepth analyses of twenty one different topics related to the population of the country by
eminent persons dealing with such issues in their daily work. The topics included in this volume
are : A Perspective on Census 2001; Population Growth, age and sex structure; Caste, Ethnicity
and Religion; Mother Tongue and Second Language; Household Composition and Family
Structure; Literacy and Educational Attainment; Nuptiality; Conceptual Framework for the
Measurement of Economic Activity of the Population in the Census; Age-Sex Pattern of
Economic Activity of the Population; Urbanization and Development. = Whereas, population
policy and issues related with the policy are included in the second volume. The topics included
in the second volume are : Fertility; Mortality; Internal Migration; Citizenship and International
Migration; Population Policy; Quality of Data in Census 2001; Population and Environment;
Ageing of the Population; Gender Status and Changes in the Population; Status of Children and
Adolescents and Youth in the Population. The rationale for dividing these highly interrelated
topics is simply the ease of handling these analysis in the form of a book, that is, their size, rather

than anything else.

On behalf of the Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS) and on my own behalf, I am grateful to all
those authors who have contributed a chapter in these volumes. One of our contributor of the
topics on Mortality, Dr. Gokarna Regmi, passed away even before completing his assignment.
This topic was supplemented by Mr. B.D.S. Dongol with whom late Dr. Regmi had frequent
exchanges of views as well as relevant data while Mr. Dongol and Dr. P.L. Joshi were working
for the preparation of Population Projection. It is with profound sorrow, we wish to place on

record, our appreciation of the work rendered by Dr. Regmi in writing the chapter.

Similarly, Dr. R.H. Chaudhury of UNFPA, CST, Kathmandu, and Dr. Bhanu Niroula, of UNFPA
Country Office, deserve our special thanks not only for their active involvement and
encouragement in bringing these volumes to light, but also for their contribution of the chapter on

Nuptiality presented in Volume I.

We are thankful to UNFPA for their technical and financial assistances, particularly for providing

us with the services of Mr. Keshav Raj Sharma who helped considerably in shaping these



volumes to its present form. I would like to extend my special thanks to Mr. Sharma for his active

involvement and guidance in preparing the Monograph.

All the officers and staff members of the Population Section of the Bureau, particularly, Deputy
Director R.K. G.C. deserve our special thanks for providing support and guidance at each stage of

the work.

Computer Assistance, Mr. Dol Narayan Shrestha must also be thanked for painstakingly preparing

manuscript of these volumes.

Last, but not the least, I wish to thank the myriad organizations and people who, contributed in
every way possible, in making the census, the analysis of which is presented in these volumes, a

Success.

December, 2003 Tunga S. Bastola
Kathmandu, Nepal. Director General



